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tv Records 



rid, smoke, and withering heat 
today in an attempt to. saivi’g 
tons of service files - 


the sixth floor . of the 
huge Military Personnel 
: Reqor J 1 1 



.The Army: record included 
_bout five million from the 
World War I 'era,' about nine 
B^froiriV World ".War + ;il 
about' six million post- 

liers Wh» served urtti 
OSOs^the- GSA saia^e^. 
officials ‘in Washing- 
.on said iaany-jf, the. records 
«^ere ; not duplicated anywheres 
^iv^ouiScCouq’ty fire 
artments fought the blaze . 
i^ernpon.Firemei} 'trying 
the burning top 
level were repelled by the In- 

ton 00 lino!- • > * 


enseheat • v 
; Xhe roof of the two-block- 
long, concrete and steel struc- 
ture began to buckle from the 
fiery ruins of equipment and 
records below, and fire offi- 
cials feared it would collapse. 

£ :‘[Once ilcollapses we’ll have 
a hell of a .time putting the 
fire out,” one said. it , / 

- Three , firefighters were 
taken from the scene and 
treated at a hospital for smoke 
inhalation. A fourth was 
treated for a punctured 

tA spokesman for the GSA 
which operates the milli on 
square-foot structure^ said 
the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation was probing the 
possibility that arson was 
the cause of the fire. 

“Over the past 24 months 
there haye been about a dozen 
fires that appear' to have been 
of incendiary origin in the 
building,”: said F. Howard 
Whiteley-, a GSA official in 
KJg S as.q^ 

I haven’t received any con- 
crete information as to its ap- 
plicability here, but it cer- 
’ed/out;^ 
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per- 

— . — — ^ — building 
wh^ni the fire was spotted by a 

All e&- 
ent in- 


“Whatever isn’t burned out 

n ? S ™ e \ 83 ® an be " 

Col. Wesley C.: ; Scarborough 
said of the damage. ' 
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: ^^puixisiun, the benefits 
yxxlce^ of the V eterans Admin- 
istration said it would be una- 
ble to answer inquiries con- 
cerning - destroyed . records at 
its field offices until damage 
to the building was assessed. 
Problems could arise when 
persons file for disability ben- 
efits and medical records are 
necessary 1 to establish the 
service connection, a spokes- 
man said, Most World War I 
and World War II veterans 
who would file such claims 
have already done so, he said. 




